Year 1 The Essence of Christian Spirituality (Rootedness in the Faith)

Jesus’ Life and Times

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Nursery/Kindergarten/Younger Elementary Levels

Escape to Egypt, Home to Nazareth
Long time ago, there was
a mean king named Herod who
lived in Egypt.
Herod, the king, wanted to
have the child Jesus dead.

An angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in his
sleep and said, “Herod will
be looking for the child in
order to kill him. So get up!
Take the child and his
mother and escape to
Egypt. Stay there until I tell
you to leave.”
Joseph got up, took the
child Jesus and Mary, and
left in the night!
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Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Nursery/Kindergarten/Younger Elementary Levels

When Herod learned about the
escape of Joseph and his family,
Herod gave orders to kill all the
Jewish boys who were two years
old and younger. Every parent
cried for their slain son and
refused to be comforted for the
untimely death.
Joseph heeded the message
and obeyed. Jesus was safe!

After Herod died, an angel
of the Lord appeared to
Joseph and said, “Get up!
Take the child and his mother
and go back to the land of
Israel.

But Joseph was a wise father;
he and his family did not return
to their place in the province of
Galilee. Instead, he made his
home in his town named
Nazareth.
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Year 1 The Essence of Christian Spirituality (Rootedness in the Faith)

Jesus’ Life and Times

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Younger Elementary Level

Retell the story. Use these sentence stems when
completing your sentences.
In the beginning,
.
.
.
Then,
.
.
.
.
.
But,
.
.
.
.
.
After that,
.
.
.
.
.
In the end,
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Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Middle Elementary/Older Elementary Levels

Find your group. Read the verses and retell the story in your own
words. Get ready to present your group work through a role play
before the class.
Group 1: The Escape to Egypt (verses 13-15).
13
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14Then Joseph got up, took
the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I
have called my son.’
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Year 1 The Essence of Christian Spirituality (Rootedness in the Faith)

Jesus’ Life and Times

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Middle Elementary/Older Elementary Levels

Find your group. Read the verses and retell the story in your own
words. Get ready to present your group work through a role play
before the class.
Group 2: The Massacre of the Infants (verses 16-18).
16
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he
was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and
around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah: 18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more.’
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Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Middle Elementary/Older Elementary Levels

Find your group. Read the verses and retell the story in your own
words. Get ready to present your group work through a role play
before the class.
Group 3: The Return from Egypt (verses 19-23)’
19
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20‘Get up, take the child and
his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 21Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made
his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a
Nazorean.’
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
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Jesus’ Life and Times

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Youth Level
Group 1. Read and study Hosea 11 and prepare notes to answer the guide questions.
1. Who are the characters of the story?

.
2. Who is the speaker in the text?

.
3. How did He show his love for the people?

.
4. How did the speaker describe his feelings towards his people?

.
5. What did the speaker in the text promise He will do for His children if they obey him?

.
6. What will happen to those who do not obey?

.
Group 2. Read and study Matthew 2:13-23 and prepare notes to answer the following
questions.
1. Who are the characters in the story?

.
2. Why did they have to leave Bethlehem and go to Egypt?

.
3. What was the first message of the angel of the Lord to Joseph?

.
4. What was Joseph’s response to the angel’s message?

.
5. What was the second message of the angel of the Lord to Joseph?

.
6. What was Joseph’s response to the angel’s message?

.
7. What do you think would be the implications of the killing of the Jewish boys 2-year
old and below?

.
8. What prophecies were fulfilled in Matthew 2:13 to 23?

.
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Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lectionary Title 9: Escape to Egypt, Return to Israel
Youth Level
Write in the boxes the events. Choose from the sentences below.
*
*
*
*
*

Joseph takes Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape from King Herod.
Joseph is visited by the angel of the Lord to tell him to escape to Egypt to
protect Jesus from King Herod.
Jesus is born in Bethlehem.
Joseph and Mary set off to Bethlehem to take part of the census.
Once King Herod dies, Jesus is safe to go back to Israel. Joseph takes Mary and
Jesus back to Nazareth.
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