Year 1 The Essence of Christian Spirituality (Identity: On Being and Becoming)

Jesus, the Christ

Resurrection Sunday
Lectionary Title 18: The Victory of the Crucified Messiah
Nursery/Kindergarten/Younger Elementary Levels

Jesus Is Alive
(Based on Luke 24:1-12)

On Sunday morning,
three days after Jesus
died, some women visit
the tomb of Jesus. They
have some spices to use
on Jesus' body.
The women find the
tomb of Jesus open. He
is not there.

Two men suddenly
appear and say, "Why
do you look for the
living among the
dead? He is alive. He is
risen."
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Nursery/Kindergarten/Younger Elementary Levels

The women run to
the disciples and tell
them that Jesus is alive.
The disciples did not
believe them.

Peter runs to the tomb. He
does not find Jesus there
because he is risen.

So he goes home sad because he did not believe.
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Answer these questions orally. Then act out your answers.
1. Who came to visit Jesus’ tomb?
2. Why did the women visit the tomb?
3. What did they see?
4. Who appeared before them?
5. What did they say?
6. What did the women do?
7. How did the disciples react?
8. What did Peter do?
9. Why is Jesus no longer in the tomb?
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Prepare a skit using these topics.

1. The visit of the women to
preserve Jesus’ body using
spices
2. The empty tomb

4. The sharing of the news to the
disciples

3. The appearance of two angels
who told the women that Jesus is
alive

5. The disbelief of the disciples and
the visit of Peter to the empty
tomb

6. The joy of knowing that Jesus has risen from the dead
46

Eastertide Season (Resurrection)

Year 1 The Essence of Christian Spirituality (Identity: On Being and Becoming)

Jesus, the Christ

Resurrection Sunday
Lectionary Title 18: The Victory of the Crucified Messiah
Middle Elementary /Older Elementary Levels

Draw a seedling.

Then read the analogy.
“We can compare the death of Jesus to a seed and a seedling to
his resurrection. Like this seed, Jesus is buried and dies. After the seed
dies, it becomes a seedling. Like this seedling, Jesus lives again.
Jesus’ resurrection symbolizes our hope for our own resurrection
that will happen during Jesus’ Second Coming.
Sunday School Teaching Aids for Resurrection Sunday
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1. Read the exegesis and the companion guide.
Exegesis of the Biblical References
The passage is part of Job’s series of laments to God on his condition of
relentless suffering. Seemingly God is punishing him. Job was raising questions while
trying to understand and find answers as to why God was allowing him to undergo
pain and shame. But, despite Job’s wailing and complaining he continued to hope
that there is life beyond all his misery and ordeal. Here, Job expresses a strong
confidence that somehow and somewhere when his end comes, he would still
meet God face to face. Job here speaks of a hope that overcomes and
transcends what appears to be an irreversible fate of death, isolation and despair.
He upholds the faith that death is not the end of all life and all hopes of the human
since the ultimate destiny of life is the eventual reunion and reconciliation with God.
Jesus died and it seemed that his adversaries had successfully stopped him from
proclaiming the gospel and establishing the Kingdom of God. Jesus was crucified
and suffered the most shameful and violent form of punishment because of his
obedience to God’s will. Jesus faced death and persecution alone because his
disciples turned their backs on him out of fear. But, early morning on the first day of
the week Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James went to Jesus’
tomb and were surprised to not find his body. Instead they were told by two men
wearing bright clothes that Jesus had risen from the dead. The women then told
Jesus' disciples what happened but they did not believe because initially they
assumed that their story is nothing but an idle tale, or a fabricated story by the
women themselves, reflecting clearly the men's own low regard for women. But
these disciples have forgotten what Jesus told them about his suffering and rising on
the third day. Their disbelief was illustrated further by Peter who ran to the tomb to
see for himself the unbelievable news he heard from the women followers of Jesus.
Jesus chose to enter Jerusalem as his own choice and decision not only to
confront the powers and authority that despised him but to fulfill his purpose as the
Messiah who will suffer and die an ignominious, humiliating death. In dying he did
not only conquer death but received the gift and power of resurrection. Now,
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead became humanity’s ultimate gift, the hope for
eternal life, especially of those who are being crucified each day by an unjust
system that victimizes and abuses, of those who are oppressed, marginalized,
neglected, and persecuted by the powerful in society. The resurrection of Jesus is
God’s affirmation of the path Jesus chose as the Messiah who brings good news to
the weak and the poor so that those who follow him may now also conquer death
and experience the same resurrection.
As we follow Jesus as our Messiah, we are called to the same degree of
obedience to the will of God to confront and challenge the powers and authority
that cause affliction on the weak and the poor in our land. We are expected to
tread the same path Jesus chose and that is to proclaim the good news to all
people especially to those who are desperate and hopeless in their situation, even
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in the face of danger and various threats. As Jesus’ followers, we partake in his
suffering and being with the marginalized so that through our own witness, service
and efforts of solidarity with them in their plight, the lowly will also experience the
Kingdom of God.
The resurrection of Jesus should remind us that we can now overcome suffering
and even death as we follow Jesus toward the establishment of God's kingdom
here on earth. In Jesus' resurrection we receive hope and assurance that in our
obedience to God's call we too will receive the gift and power of the resurrection.
Companion Guide for the Teachers and Other Users
Mocked by his tormentors and abandoned by his closest friends, Jesus breathed
his last with the sole assurance that he had accomplished the mission that God sent
him for. It didn’t matter what lay in store for him beyond his crucifixion. But God
gave Jesus an answer that he didn’t asked for. He bestowed on him a blessing
never received by anyone before – the power of resurrection from the dead! God
didn’t just rescue him from the world of the dead which was the destination of
every mortal being. God granted him the power of resurrection that no one else
can give but the almighty and eternal God. Sharing this power with God, Jesus has
received the authority to share it also with those who believe and follow him. God
has more than answered Jesus’ question about his fate. God made Jesus’
resurrection the end goal of every believer who followed him and carried their
crosses for his sake.
There is another side to God’s answer to Jesus. God affirmed and vindicated his
chosen path of obedience. Jesus took up the cause of those who have suffered
abuse, violence, neglect, humiliation and oppression by society’s powers-that-be.
Instead of being decorated he was despised, persecuted, criminalized and made
to suffer. By his resurrection, God upheld his choice to be with the world’s sufferers.
Although Jesus failed to change the world in his life on earth, God endorsed Jesus’
pursuit of truth and justice as the right path towards the establishment of his
kingdom on earth. Jesus’ resurrection is the ultimate proof of God’s approval of his
work in the world.
2. Find your group. Discuss what you read using these topics:
a. Circumstances surrounding the resurrection of Jesus
b. What Job said in relation to resurrection
c. God’s affirmation and vindication of Jesus as the Messiah.
3. Share your discussion to the big group.
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1. Read an excerpt from Dr. Levi V. Oracion's essay on resurrection, “Unless a Seed
Falls and Dies”, Commentaries on the UCCP Statement of Faith.
The Meaning and Significance of the Resurrection Faith
But, what for us, believers, is the supreme importance of Jesus' resurrection from
the dead?
First, the resurrection means the conquest of death - the ultimate enemy of life.
The resurrection of Jesus is God's assurance that death does not end all and is not
the ultimate end of life. Therefore, the verities that come with the Gospel - truth,
justice, love, peace will never be eradicated from the bosom of the human breast,
but will ultimately prevail. It means that death no longer holds the terror that it does
to ordinary mortals-because the resurrected Christ has ended its power to those
who believe in Christ. So Paul exclaims, "O death, where is thy victory? O death,
where is thy sting?" (I Corinthians 15: 55).
Second, the resurrection of Jesus Christ grants the believer an extraordinary
courage to stand for truth, love and justice inasmuch as one holds on to the
knowledge of God's abiding truth and power. This is true even for those who are
faced with certain death for they do see behind death's illusory claim to finality,
and can welcome death to sweep over them. In the resurrection of Jesus, the
power of death has been abolished and the appeal of its kingdom abrogated,
and therefore they can face death with extraordinary courage and peace of
mind.
Third, the resurrection of Jesus Christ creates a huge and powerful hope in the
heart and mind of the believer because it pierces through the finality of the veil of
death and makes a conquest of every obstacle that stands in the way of the
believer as he/she carries on with the mission of the church. Because of the
resurrection, Christian faith is perceived as hope through and through and sees
every opposition - minor or major, as mere occasions for the exemplification of
Christian courage and determination.
Fourth, in the resurrection of Jesus, the present world important as it is, is
perceived in its transient character, for as the letter to the Hebrews says "for here
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come." The perceived
transience of the present world does not suggest to the believer that it is robbed of
its importance and significance, for it is the terrain on which the battle for humanity
and life is fought. It is where truth, justice, love and freedom should be struggled for,
upheld as the real sovereign over all life and the whole of history. It is the place
where the original covenant of God with all of humanity should be striven for.
Nonetheless, it does not have finality for those who believe, for they still wait for the
city that is yet to come.
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Fifth, the resurrection of Jesus assures us that there is a process of liberation that
is now going on in our lives and in our history which has been defined for us in an
essential way in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus. The ministry of
Jesus has laid out for us the way of the world as well as the way of Christ and the
ongoing conflict that goes on between them, a conflict in which the followers of
Christ are caught and seek to carry forth now and into the future. History is a terrain
of struggle for truth, justice, freedom, love and peace. The believers in the crucified
and resurrected Lord are necessarily involved and drawn into that struggle. As
people who belong to the body of Christ, they too must wage that struggle in the
same manner that Christ did.
Sixth, the resurrection of Jesus projects into the future "a new heaven and a new
earth." There, those who died in the faith will be garbed in the habiliments of
"incorruptibility" in a human community that has been transformed by the power
the resurrected Lord.
Yet, for all these, the resurrection faith does not proclaim a triumphalism that
rides roughshod over all opposition because it draws its power from the crucified
Lord who took the form of a suffering servant and waged his battle through
suffering love that culminated with his death on the cross. Thus, what it proclaims is
not a cheap and easy Christianity. It is one that makes a creative and significant
rejoinder with its Lord who was resolute and faithful to the very end to God's way of
suffering love in passing judgment upon sin and evil and in luring authentic
humanity to its highest possible expression. This is a very important dimension of the
resurrection. Oftentimes, the followers of Jesus mistakenly take the era of the
resurrection to signify the end of the cross and all that it is associated with. Thus,
they behave like world conquerors.
2. Share your insights about the following statements:
a. God affirmed and vindicated Jesus being the Messiah.
b. Jesus' resurrection is the ultimate proof of God's approval on his mission on earth.
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