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August 24, 2016

NO TO KILLINGS

“You shall not kill”
(Exodus 20:13)

“For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through him.”
(John 3:17)

LIFE is a sacred gift of God. It must, therefore, be defended, protected and
safeguarded.

The proliferation and use of illegal drugs disrespect life and the campaign
against the drug trade must be relentlessly pursued by government as it puts
the lives of people and the future of the nation at stake. We, therefore, laud and
support the Duterte administration on its effort to rid our country of this social
scourge.

However, in the pursuit of this noble objective, there has been a rising number
of killings and violence that are apparently consequences of the government’s
intensified efforts to quell illegal drugs syndicates and their minions.

This is a troubling development, thus, we are compelled now to voice out our
sentiments in keeping with our Christian faith.

Everyone must be accorded the right of due process. But the alarming spate of
extra-judicial killings since the onset of President Duterte’s administration
undeniably tells us that the dignity and sanctity of human life is unashamedly
desecrated; and that due process is ignored in the zealousness of the law
enforcers to their duty.

We are afraid that such brutal way will eventually be used to cover up for
possible executions of those human rights advocates and defenders.

We cannot simply remain quiet and unmoved. We cannot condone all those
killings. The killings must be abated and stopped. Rid the country of drug lords
and drug syndicates without forfeiting the God-given life.
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